MEDICAL   MISSION   IN  KERMAN

Gently covering the eye that had proved a failure,
I explained matters to the patient, obtained his
permission, thoroughly cleansed his other eye, and
proceeded to operate, meeting with no difficulty and
easily extracting the lens, to the palpable disappoint-
ment of my Persian medical friend, and was over-
joyed to find that the patient old man had obtained
exceedingly good vision. After a week the patient
went back to his friends, seeing well, and full of
gratitude for all the kindness and care he had
received. I saw him some months later, and in-
quired whether he cared to let me have another try
at the eye that had proved unsuccessful; but he
refused, saying he was an old man, and had obtained
good sight with the one, and did not need to see
with the other. Of course the result of this first
operation had been anxiously awaited by many, and
since it proved successful, we soon had our little
temporary hospital full, and had no further trouble
in getting in-patients. I have described this case
rather fully, avoiding technical terms as far as
possible, as it illustrates fairly well the difficulties
and responsibilities met with and tackled by pioneer
workers, be they missionary or official.

The Persians (especially the Kermanis) have a
great idea of doing " savabs " (good works), hoping to
reap their reward hereafter. This is common to the
West as well as the East; but the Kermanis in addi-
tion hold a convenient doctrine, namely, the appro-
priation of the savabs of infidels for themselves! At
least one of the chief mullahs in Kerman surprised
me somewhat by the cordial reception he accorded
me; but later said, " How glad he was that I had
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